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The Evolution of the Racial Gap in Education and the Legacy of Slavery
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(December 2011)

revised version published online as 'The racial gap in education and the legacy of slavery ' in: Journal of Comparative
Economics, 2012, [In Press / Corrected Proof]

Abstract:

We study the evolution of racial educational inequality across US states from 1940 to 2000. We show that throughout this
period, despite evidence of convergence, the racial gap in attainment between blacks and whites has been persistently
determined by the initial gap. We obtain these results with 2SLS estimates where slavery is used as an instrument for the
gap. The excludability of slavery is preliminarily established by instrumenting it with the share of disembarked slaves from 1
Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. Using the same approach we also find that income growth is negatively affected by the initial re
gap in education and that slavery affects growth indirectly through this channel.

Text: See Discussion Paper No. 6192 'ﬁ
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