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On the origin of memorial ceremony for Taiyi—-God in Lantern Fes
tival
HAN Mei
(College of Humanities, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract:There are many kinds of explanations about the origin of memoial ceremony for Taiyi-God held
in the Lantern Festival. The most popular one puts that it began from offering sacrifices to Taiyi-God
during Emperor Han Wu times. But, the Shangxin-Day in January of the Chinese Lunar New Year could be a
ny time from the first day to the tenth, and could not be only the fifteenth. From the content of the
festival, offering sacrifices to Taiyi—God during Han Wu times was an important political activity dif
ferent from that in the Lantern Festival, which lasted in quite a long time. According to the material
we can find now, the traditional origin theory of offering sacrifices to Taiyi—God is thought not corr
ect.
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