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Abstract: Fei Xiaotong and Kunio Yanagita have separately developed characteristic
studies of their own societies. Fei Xiaotong, while focusing on rural areas, aims to
propose practical strategies and measures for his society on the basis of sympathetic
understanding and reflective studies. Kunio Yanagita’ s rural studies are based on the
data and materials collected from rural areas, with the ultimate goal of understanding
Japanese society as a whole. Thus, the two sociologists have one thing in common: to
treat rural researches as a process of self-examination. Both of them have set the target
of solving problems and have adopted an interdisciplinary method of knowledge production.
This is characteristic of the scholarship and social responsibility of the Asian
intellectuals of recent times
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