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Ritual Symbol and Construction of a Practice
—A case study of Nadun system of Sanchuan Tus in Minhe county, Qinghai province
WEN Zhong-xiang
(School of Humanites,Qinghai Normal University,Xining 810008,China)

Abstract: Nadun is an important point in faming work. Combined with prepared events at earlier stage such
as selection of Paitou, (a person in charge of Nadun), Yeerjiang, (a ritual for people's safe and sound), Sacrifice
ritual on September 9th according to Chinese lunar calendar, Starting seeding ritual in early spring, Tangyun, (a
ritual declared the beginning of field management), Langqgimiao (the Erlang God makes an inspection tour
among village temples in Sanchuan), Lichapai ritual (erecting a wood sign for bringing hail under control),
Xiazhimani (recite or chant scriptures during summer solstice in Chinese lunar calendar), Zhuangzang ritual
(replacing internal organs of village Gods), it forms chain of farming activities. As a combination of ritual and
symbol, farming ritual events have their own internal logic construction and will be accumulated and updated
with conversion of religious belief.

Key words: the Tu ethnic group; Nadun system; ritual and symbol; Construction of a practice
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