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Abstract: Among the studies of Fei Xiaotong both in Chinaand overseas, few
have noticed his bachelor thesis, A Study of the Custom of Bride-fetching in Chinese
Wedding.Wang Mingming was no exception.In his recent research, Wang proposes the
theory of “threerings” .Hetracesthe historic origin of histheory, in particular that
of the “intermediatering” , inorder to establish apedigree, and he regretfully
neglectsFei’ searly text. Asearly as1933, Fei’ sthesishasanticipatedin
experiential terms what the theory of “threerings” now proposes for reflection and
discussion.In this paper, wetry to compare Fei’ stheory of “threeregions” with
Wang’ stheory of “threerings” in order to show how the former has foreshadowed
the latter.

Keywor ds: studies of Fei Xiaotong, the custom of bride-fetching, thetheory of
“threeregions” , thetheory of “threerings”
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