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Watchtowers on Qinghai-Tibet Plateau: An Ethnographical Study
Shi Shuo
(Center for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University, Chengdu,610064)

Abstract: Watchtowers on China~s Qinghai-Tibet Plateau (&7 )R) have lately received
increasing attention, viewed as a distinctive type of historico-cultural relics. Currently, most
academics believe they have originated from defensive structures used in wars.

This paper adopts a different viewpoint. Based on ethnographic records about the tribes
residing in the Belt of Tibetan-Yi Peoples (J&#i:JiK), where those watchtowers are found, the author
points out that such structures are obviously divine in nature, symbolising the power of gods.
Moreover, local legend has it that they were built to give ““offerings to gods”” or to ““suppress
demons””, a probable allusion to their earliest functions. Accordingly, the author suggests that
the watchtowers originated as sacrificial structures, dealing with human-god relations, and later
evolved into defensive structures, dealing with inter-human clashes.




This paper further discusses how the origin of those watchtowers relates to the indigenous
beliefs and religious ideas in the Belt of Tibetan-Yi Peoples.
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