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Reflect on “Another Ethnic Group”
ZHANG Jun—ming, LIU You—an

(Research Center for Ethnic Minorities in Northwest China, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730020, China)

Abstract: Studying on the term “Another Ethnic Group” wused in Chinese ancient historical bibliographies, the
author believes that “Another Ethnic Group” 1is one of the expression ways for ancient Chinese historians to
differentiate various ethnic groups, tribes, even some differences between ethnic groups and tribes. What’ s more
this term is also used to distinguish different foreign ethnic groups, nations or the differences between ethnic
groups and nations. Meanwhile, the author also holds the view that “Another Ethnic Group” and “Another Tribe” are
the two different terms. This article is to study the initiation of the term “Another Ethnic Group” and its
influences on the present historians about the records and catalogs of ethnic minorities in China.
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