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Abstract 
Societal conditions for early and high rates of childbearing were replaced by conditions 
generating late and low levels of fertility common in Western countries. Central among 
factors shaping the latter behaviour (job insecurity, unstable partnership relationships, 
expensive housing, and profound changes in norms, values and attitudes) were the 
following: increasing proportions of young people were acquiring advanced education, a 
majority of women were gainfully employed, yet women were performing most household 
maintenance and childrearing duties. Two theories prevailed to explain what caused 
changes in family formation and fertility trends. One argues that the economic and social 
crises were the principal causes. The other considered the diffusion of western norms, 
values and attitudes as the prime factors of change. Neither reveals the root cause: the 
replacement of state socialist regimes with economic and political institutions of 
contemporary capitalism. The extraordinarily low period TFRs around 2000 were the result 
of low fertility of older women born around 1960 overlapping with low fertility of young 
women born during the 1970s. 

Author's affiliation 
Tomas Frejka
Independent researcher, International 

Keywords 
Central Europe, childbearing, Eastern Europe, family, fertility 

Related links 

Word count (Main text) 
9388 

Other Articles by the same author/authors (in Demographic Research) 

   

 
Click the icon to view and/or download the PDF file. 
Once you are in the PDF file, use your browser back button to return to this page. 

You will find all publications in this Special Collection “Childbearing Trends and Policies 
in Europe” at http://www.demographic-research.org/special/7/

[19-5] Overview Chapter 3: Birth regulation in Europe: Completing the contraceptive 
revolution

[19-4] Overview Chapter 2: Parity distribution and completed family size in Europe: 
Incipient decline of the two-child family model



[ Back to previous page ] 
  

Most recent Similar Articles (in Demographic Research)

[19-3] Overview Chapter 1: Fertility in Europe: Diverse, delayed and below 
replacement

[19-2] Summary and general conclusions: Childbearing Trends and Policies in Europe

[16-11] Cohort birth order, parity progression ratio and parity distribution trends in 
developed countries

[15-6] First birth trends in developed countries: Persisting parenthood postponement

[5-5] Cohort Reproductive Patterns in the Nordic Countries

[19-29] Ukraine: On the border between old and new in uncertain times (fertility, 
childbearing)

[19-28] Sweden: Combining childbearing and gender equality (fertility, childbearing)

[19-27] Spain: Short on children and short on family policies (fertility, childbearing)

[19-26] Slovenia: Generous family policy without evidence of any fertility impact 
(fertility, childbearing)

[19-25] Slovakia: Fertility between tradition and modernity (fertility, childbearing)


