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Abstract

Background: In the U.S. today, premarital first births occur disproportionately to women
with low education and income. We lack studies of whether this education gradient was
present in cohorts born earlier.

Objective: We examine education differences in the proportion of U.S. white and black
women who: (a) experienced a premarital conception taken to term resulting in a first birth,
and (b) had a premarital first birth by age 35. Among those experiencing a premarital
conception, we examine the association between education and whether women married
before the birth. We examine these patterns for birth cohorts born between 1925 and 1959.

Methods: We use the 1980, 1985, 1990, and 1995 June Fertility Supplements from the U.S.
Current Population Survey to examine cohorts of women born between 1925 and 1959. The
survey asked women the dates of their first marriage and their first birth, allowing us to
determine premarital conceptions taken to term, and whether the resulting first births
occurred within or outside of first marriage. We present descriptive information on the
proportion of black and white women in each cohort who experienced the events of
interest by age 35.

Results: For all cohorts, women with low education were generally more likely than their
more educated counterparts to experience premarital conceptions and premarital first
births. For blacks, but not whites, who experienced a premarital conception that was taken
to term, those with more education were more likely to marry before the birth.

Conclusions: In the U.S,, the concentration of premarital conceptions and premarital first
births among less educated women was present for cohorts extending back to those born
in 1925.

Author's Affiliation

Paula England - New York University, United States of America [Email]
Emily Fitzgibbons Shafer - Harvard University, United States of America [Email]

https://www. demographic-research. org/volumes/vol27/6/default. htm 2/5


https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/1669.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/3373.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/1635.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol27/6/27-6.pdf
https://www.demographic-research.org/author/default.htm?letterart=1799
javascript:printPage();
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol27/6/&t=Premarital%20conceptions%2C%20postconception%20%28%22shotgun%22%29%20marriages%2C%20and%20premarital%20fir%20...
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol27/6/&text=Premarital%20conceptions%2C%20postconception%20%28%22shotgun%22%29%20marriages%2C%20and%20premarital%20fir%20...
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#111
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#1429
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#3185
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#307
https://dx.doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2012.27.6
https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/1669.htm
mailto:pengland@nyu.edu
https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/3373.htm
mailto:eshafer@hsph.harvard.edu

2018/12/9 Premarital conceptions, postconception (“shotgun”) marriages, and premarital first births: Education gradients in U.S. coho*

Lawrence L. Wu - New York University, United States of America [Email]

Other articles by the same author/authors in
Demographic Research

» Reexamining trends in premarital sex in the United States
Volume 38 - Article 27

» The sexual double standard and gender differences in attitudes toward casual sex among
U.S. university students
Volume 30 - Article 46

» When one spouse has an affair, who is more likely to leave?
Volume 30 - Article 18

Most recent similar articles in Demographic Research

» Fertility trends by social status
Volume 18 - Article 5 | Keywords: education, social class

» Educational selectivity of internal migrants: A global assessment
Volume 39 - Article 29 | Keywords: education

» Gender differences and similarities in the educational gradient in fertility: The role of
earnings potential and gender composition in study disciplines
Volume 39 - Article 13 | Keywords: education

» Celebrity culture and demographic change: The case of celebrity nonmarital fertility,
1974-2014
Volume 39 - Article 8 | Keywords: nonmarital fertility

» Change and continuity in the fertility of unpartnered women in Latin America, 1980-2010
Volume 38 - Article 51 | Keywords: nonmarital fertility

Articles

»Current Volume

»0Older Volumes

»Volume 27

»Editor's Choice

»Replicable Articles

»by Author
»by Subject

»Search

https://www. demographic-research. org/volumes/vol27/6/default. htm 3/5


https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/1635.htm
mailto:lawrence.wu@nyu.edu
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol38/27/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol30/46/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol30/18/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol18/5/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#111
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#307
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol39/29/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#111
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol39/13/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#111
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol39/8/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#1429
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol38/51/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#1429
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol39/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol27/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/editors_choice.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/replicable_articles.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_author.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/search.htm

2018/12/9 Premarital conceptions, postconception (“shotgun”) marriages, and premarital first births: Education gradients in U.S. coho*

Citations

Cited References: 1

»View the references of this article

Download to Citation Manager
»RIS format

»BibTeX format

Similar Articles

PubMed

»Articles by Paula England

»Articles by Emily Fitzgibbons Shafer

»Articles by Lawrence L. Wu

Google Scholar

»Articles by Paula England

»Articles by Emily Fitzgibbons Shafer

»Articles by Lawrence L. Wu

Jump to Article

Volume Page

Volume Article ID

© 1999-2018 Max Planck Society

e Articles
e Current Volume
e Older Volumes

https://www. demographic-research. org/volumes/vol27/6/default. htm 4/5


https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol27/6/references.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/cgi-bin/refman.plx?aid=1799&cm=4
https://www.demographic-research.org/cgi-bin/refman.plx?aid=1799&cm=3
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=search&db=pubmed&term=Paula%20England&dispmax=50
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=search&db=pubmed&term=Emily%20Fitzgibbons%20Shafer&dispmax=50
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=search&db=pubmed&term=Lawrence%20L.%20Wu&dispmax=50
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=%22author%3APaula+England%22
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=%22author%3AEmily%20Fitzgibbons+Shafer%22
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=%22author%3ALawrence%20L%2E+Wu%22
https://www.mpg.de/
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol39/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/default.htm

2018/12/9 Premarital conceptions, postconception (“shotgun”) marriages, and premarital first births: Education gradients in U.S. coho*

e Editor's Choice
e Replicable Articles

e by Author

e by Subject
e Search

e Special Collections
e About Special Collections
o All Special Collections

e for Authors

e General Information

e Submission Guidelines

e Peer Review and Publication
e Copyright Information

e Review Process

e Submit a Paper

e Submit a Letter

e My Author Account

e for Readers
e Get Email Alerts
e How to cite DR

e About the Journal

e Purpose

e From the Publisher and Editor
e Who's Who

e Our Reviewers

e Contact Us

e Copyright & Legal
e Privacy Policy

https://www. demographic-research. org/volumes/vol27/6/default. htm 5/5


https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/editors_choice.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/replicable_articles.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_author.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/search.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/specialcollections.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/all.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/information_for_authors.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/general_information.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/guidelines.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/peerreview.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/copyright.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/review_process.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/submitting/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/submitting/letter.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/author/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/information_for_readers.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/alerts/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/how_to_cite_demographic_research.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/statement_of_purpose.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/publishers_statement.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/whos_who.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/reviewer_acknowledgments.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/contact/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/imprint.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/privacy_policy.htm

