
 

Articles

Current Volume

Older Volumes

Editor's Choice

Replicable Articles

by Author

by Subject

Search

Special Collections

About Special Collections

All Special Collections

for Authors

General Information

Submission Guidelines

Peer Review and Publication

Copyright Information

Review Process

Submit a Paper

Submit a Letter

My Author Account

for Readers

Get Email Alerts

How to cite DR

About the Journal

Purpose

From the Publisher and Editor

Who's Who

Our Reviewers

Contact Us

Copyright & Legal

Privacy Policy

 

 

Volume 31 - Article 35 | Pages 1079–1106

Religion and union formation in Italy: Catholic

precepts, social pressure, and tradition

By Daniele Vignoli, Silvana Salvini

Download PDF Submit a Response Letter

    

 

Search DR journal and we

https://www.demographic-research.org/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol39/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/editors_choice.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/replicable_articles.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_author.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/search.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/specialcollections.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/all.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/information_for_authors.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/general_information.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/guidelines.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/peerreview.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/copyright.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/review_process.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/submitting/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/submitting/letter.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/author/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/information_for_readers.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/alerts/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/how_to_cite_demographic_research.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/statement_of_purpose.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/publishers_statement.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/whos_who.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/reviewer_acknowledgments.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/contact/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/imprint.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/privacy_policy.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol31/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/704.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/2227.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol31/35/31-35.pdf
https://www.demographic-research.org/author/default.htm?letterart=2342
javascript:printPage();
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol31/35/&t=Religion%20and%20union%20formation%20in%20Italy%3A%20Catholic%20precepts%2C%20social%20pressure%2C%20and%20t%20...
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol31/35/&text=Religion%20and%20union%20formation%20in%20Italy%3A%20Catholic%20precepts%2C%20social%20pressure%2C%20and%20t%20...


 

Date

received:
21 Nov 2013

Date

published:
12 Nov 2014

Word

count:
7393

Keywords: cohabitation, focus group research, Italy, marriage, religion

DOI: 10.4054/DemRes.2014.31.35

Weblink:

You will find all publications in this Special Collection “Focus on Partnerships: Discourses

on cohabitation and marriage throughout Europe and Australia” at

http://www.demographic-research.org/special/17/

 

Abstract

Background: Italy is customarily viewed as a traditional Catholic country. At the same time, couples

are increasingly living together without marrying. Establishing links between religion and family

formation is a complex issue and little is known about specific mechanisms through which religion

shapes family change in the country.

Objective: We aim to shed light on which aspects of religion are important in decisions about family

formation.

Methods: We analyze data from eight focus group interviews conducted in Florence. In the

transcripts we identify any references to religion and systematically compare categories to investigate

how religiosity intertwines with relationship choices. We apply bottom-up coding procedures to

identify meaning and concepts within three theoretically relevant areas: Catholic precepts, social

pressure, and tradition.

Results: Despite the predominance of religion in the studied setting, Italians behave without

according much importance to Catholic precepts and dogmas. Religion seems to influence people's

family behaviors through social pressures to marry generated by the family of origin and the

judgment of 'others'. Tradition also plays an important role.

Conclusions: The widely prevailing pressure of parents and peers and the hedonistic aspects of the

traditional Church wedding seem to be more important in partnership formation than Catholic

prescripts. Thus, we posit that the direct effect of religion on individual choices is overestimated when

interpreting the Italian family. In addition, we note the divergence that exists between the lack of

state laws concerning consensual unions and the acceptance of cohabitation on an individual basis.

Author's Affiliation

Daniele Vignoli - Università degli Studi di Firenze, Italy [Email] 
 Silvana Salvini - Università degli Studi di Firenze, Italy [Email]

Other articles by the same author/authors in Demographic

Research

https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#63
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#4216
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#186
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#207
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#982
https://dx.doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2014.31.35
http://www.demographic-research.org/special/17/
https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/704.htm
mailto:vignoli@disia.unifi.it
https://www.demographic-research.org/authors/2227.htm
mailto:salvini@disia.unifi.it


» The positive impact of women’s employment on divorce: Context, selection, or anticipation? 

Volume 38 - Article 37

» Uncertain lives: Insights into the role of job precariousness in union formation in Italy 

Volume 35 - Article 10

» Towards a new understanding of cohabitation: Insights from focus group research across Europe

and Australia 

Volume 31 - Article 34

» Whose job instability affects the likelihood of becoming a parent in Italy? A tale of two partners 

Volume 26 - Article 2

» Things change: Women’s and men’s marital disruption dynamics in Italy during a time of social

transformations, 1970-2003 

Volume 24 - Article 5

» Rising marital disruption in Italy and its correlates 

Volume 20 - Article 4

» Fertility change in Egypt: From second to third birth 

Volume 15 - Article 18

Most recent similar articles in Demographic Research

» Uncertain lives: Insights into the role of job precariousness in union formation in Italy 

Volume 35 - Article 10    | Keywords: cohabitation, Italy, marriage

» Joint lifestyles and the risk of union dissolution: Differences between marriage and cohabitation 

Volume 39 - Article 15    | Keywords: cohabitation, marriage

» Cross-national differences in women's repartnering behaviour in Europe: The role of individual

demographic characteristics 

Volume 37 - Article 8    | Keywords: cohabitation, marriage

» Editorial for Special Collection on New Relationships from a Comparative Perspective 

Volume 37 - Article 2    | Keywords: cohabitation, marriage

» From never partnered to serial cohabitors: Union trajectories to childlessness 

Volume 36 - Article 55    | Keywords: cohabitation, marriage

Articles

»Current Volume

»Older Volumes

»Volume 31

»Editor's Choice

»Replicable Articles

»by Author

https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol38/37/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol35/10/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol31/34/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol26/2/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol24/5/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol20/4/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol15/18/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol35/10/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#63
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#186
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#207
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol39/15/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#63
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#207
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol37/8/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#63
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#207
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol37/2/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#63
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#207
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol36/55/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#63
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm#207
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol39/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol31/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/editors_choice.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/replicable_articles.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_author.htm


»by Subject

»Search

 

Citations

Cited References: 69

»View the references of this article

 

Download to Citation Manager

»RIS format

»BibTeX format

 

Similar Articles

PubMed

»Articles by Daniele Vignoli

»Articles by Silvana Salvini

 

Google Scholar

»Articles by Daniele Vignoli

»Articles by Silvana Salvini

 

Jump to Article

Volume Page

Volume Article ID

© 1999–2018 Max Planck Society

Articles

Current Volume

Older Volumes

Editor's Choice

Replicable Articles

https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/search.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol31/35/references.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/cgi-bin/refman.plx?aid=2342&cm=4
https://www.demographic-research.org/cgi-bin/refman.plx?aid=2342&cm=3
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=search&db=pubmed&term=Daniele%20Vignoli&dispmax=50
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=search&db=pubmed&term=Silvana%20Salvini&dispmax=50
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=%22author%3ADaniele+Vignoli%22
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=%22author%3ASilvana+Salvini%22
https://www.mpg.de/
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/vol39/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/editors_choice.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/replicable_articles.htm


by Author

by Subject

Search

Special Collections

About Special Collections

All Special Collections

for Authors

General Information

Submission Guidelines

Peer Review and Publication

Copyright Information

Review Process

Submit a Paper

Submit a Letter

My Author Account

for Readers

Get Email Alerts

How to cite DR

About the Journal

Purpose

From the Publisher and Editor

Who's Who

Our Reviewers

Contact Us

Copyright & Legal

Privacy Policy

https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_author.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/volumes/articles_by_subject.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/search.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/specialcollections.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/special/all.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/information_for_authors.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/general_information.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/guidelines.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/peerreview.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/copyright.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/review_process.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/submitting/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/submitting/letter.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/author/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/information_for_readers.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/alerts/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/how_to_cite_demographic_research.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/statement_of_purpose.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/publishers_statement.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/whos_who.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/reviewer_acknowledgments.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/contact/default.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/imprint.htm
https://www.demographic-research.org/info/privacy_policy.htm

