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New report concludes social, behavioral and economic sciences help
advance national health, prosperity and defense

National Academies releases 'The Value of Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences to National Priorities"

The report concluded SBE research has created tools used by industry to enhance the U.S. economy.
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At the request of the National Science Foundatlon (NSF), the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medlcme has

economic-sciences-to- natlonal-grlorltles> "The Value of Somal Behaworal and Economic Sciences to National Priorities." The report
concludes that social, behavioral and economic sciences (SBE) further NSF's mission to advance U.S. health, prosperity, welfare and
defense.

"Nearly every major challenge the United States faces -- from alleviating unemployment to protecting itself from terrorism -- requires
understanding the causes and consequences of people's behavior," the report says.

The National Academies formed an expert committee to consider the value of NSF support for SBE research. The committee found that
SBE research produces a fundamental understanding of how people and societies behave that is "critical for the country's well-being."

"The report offers an expert perspective on how we can best work to advance the progress of science," said NSF Director France A.
Cérdova. "It validates a long-held view of the importance of the social, behavioral and economic sciences. NSF looks forward to
working with the scientific community on strategic planning, a key recommendation of the report.”

The full report mentions specific examples of NSF-supported SBE research that has advanced welfare, prosperity and security,
including the creation of kidney exchange programs, improved cybersecurity and improved counterterrorism efforts.

"Like all sciences, the SBE sciences bring a rigorous, methodological approach to pursuing knowledge," the report states, noting that
SBE scientists have contributed new methods of data collection and analysis now used by governments, researchers and business.

The National Academies will host a public discussion Wednesday, July 19, from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. EDT at its headquarters at 2101
Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, D.C.

Cordova will provide remarks, and members of the committee will present key findings. A panel of experts will offer brief commentary
and engage in a roundtable discussion with committee members about the report recommendations, followed by a general audience
discussion.

https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=242565&org=NSF&from=news

172



2018/8/12 New report concludes social, behavioral and economic sciences help advance national health, prosperity and defense | NSF - National Sci...

This event will be webcast live. Further information, including the

= I~ N FENISZ =
National Academies website <https://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/good-b RO ERIMITEER
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/DBASSE/The_Value_of Sociai_usiiavivia_aiu_cuuniviimg_ wuiciives_wu_iNauunigr_i vl iuso i iuGA. i 1=

-NSF-

Media Contacts
Stanley Dambroski, NSF, (703) 292-7728, sdambros@nsf.gov (mailto:sdambros@nsf.gov)

The National Science Foundation (NSF) is an independent federal agency that supports fundamental research and education across all
fields of science and engineering. In fiscal year (FY) 2018, its budget is $7.8 billion. NSF funds reach all 50 states through grants to
nearly 2,000 colleges, universities and other institutions. Each year, NSF receives more than 50,000 competitive proposals for funding
and makes about 12,000 new funding awards.
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