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Rolston and Callicotts Wilderness Debate and Its Reflection

LI Xiu-yan
( Department of Social Sciences, Tangshan Teachers College , Tangshan 063000, China)

Abstract: Rolston and Callicott have different ideas on the received wilderness view in America and the
routes of wilderness protection. Rolston defends the received wilderness view that wildernesses are places that
are intrammeled by man,where man himself is a visitor who does not remain’,and advocates wilderness preserva-
tion. Callicott criticizes the received wilderness view in America, and advocates the establishment of biodiversity
reserves. In fact, Callicotts biodiversity reserve, which looks like a solution to environmental injustice with Indi-
ans,is more likely to cause environmental destruction. Whereas Rolston reveals the roots of environmental injus-
tice, that is,unjust social system. So as long as we adhere to the principle of survival ,the principle of respect for
cultural differences and environmental rights ,and the principle of justice (including the principle of compensato-
ry justice) in wilderness preservation, can we realize environmental justice in wilderness preservation.

Key words: the received wilderness view ;wilderness preservation ;biodiversity reserves ;environmental justice
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