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Abstract

Although postmodern philosophers proclaimed the death of the master narrative of enlightenment 
(Lyotard 1984), the environment has become a quintessentially global narrative. Throughout the
world, people are imagining the environment as an object threatened by human action. 
Environmentalism proposes to organize and mobilize human action in order to protect the 
endangered environment (Milton 1995). Sociologist Klaus Eder posits that ecology has become a 
“masterframe,” transforming the field of political debate (Eder 1996). The articles assembled in this 
special issue investigate the rise of the environment as a master narrative organizing political 
practices.
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