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ABSTRACT

Ethnic attitudes may be a consequence of both group membership, as posited by Social Identity Theory
(SIT), and of individual difference characteristics, as posited by Social Dominance Theory. University
students in Guatemala (N = 196) reported their ethnic identity and completed a battery of surveys including
Social Dominance Orientation (SDO), social distance, gender role attitudes, and social desirability scales.
Results indicated that similar ethnicity, low SDO, close social distance and egalitarian gender role attitudes
accurately predicted positive attitudes toward the Indigenous group. Similar ethnicity, close social distance,
and high social desirability predicted positive attitudes toward the super-ordinate (Ladino) group. These
results imply that many factors affect attitudes toward ethnic groups, such as SDO, gender role attitudes
and social desirability. These results have implications for theories of inter-group relations and also for

potential interventions to improve ethnic relations in Guatemala.
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