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Title: Personal Choice: the Foundation of the Legitimacy of

the Modern Social Order

Abstract: Since the modernization of western society, it has been
confronted with a fundamental social transformation, which causes a
rigorous challenge to the legitimacy of the law, institution and
order of western society with its indeterminacy. Lawrence M. Friedman
takes the endeavor to clear up the indeterminacy and to construct the
republic of choice, with the paradoxes between authority and autonomy
and between institution, order and right to freedom as the
theoretical clue, with expressive individualism as the theoretical
basis, and with the basic concepts of personal choice and legal
culture as its theoretical core. However, in fact, this kind of
construction premises the separation between individual and his
society, which manifests itself in the absence of the investigation
concerning the interaction of relevant factors in the social field in
his theoretical construction. This makes his theory, which builds on

his criticism of the individualism of the classical liberalism and

takes the expressive individualism as a foundation, come back to the
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