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Abstract

In this study we examine if parents’ expectation of their children’s success in life varies by type 
of urban neighborhood. Do parents’ expectations of their children’s educational achievement 
and age at which their offspring may start their first job, marry and have children vary by type 
of urban neighborhood in which they reside? Analysis of data taken from inner city Chicago 
indicates that residents in urban neighborhoods varied in their demography, ethnic status, 
marital status, labor force participation, earnings ability, welfare dependency and asset 
holdings. Parental expectation of their offspring’s educational achievement and age at which 
offspring may begin working or marry, however, did not vary by type of neighborhood. 
Expected age at which their children may have kids, however, did vary by type of 
neighborhood. Actual first child’s success indicators were also similar across types of 
neighborhood. This study shows that parents’ expectations for their children’s achievement are 
largely independent of the poverty level of the urban neighborhood in which they reside. The 
findings also challenge the validity of the culture of poverty theory.

Full Text: PDF  

TO CONTACT OUR MAIN CAMPUS:
Indiana University School of Social Work

902 West New York Street
Indianapolis, Indiana, USA, 46202

Voice: 317.274.6705
FAX: 317.274.8630

TDD/TTY: 317.278-2050

Indiana University - Quality Education. Lifetime Opportunities. 
Last updated: November 20, 2007

Comments: iussw@iupui.edu
Copyright 2007, The Trustees of Indiana University

Content ©2007 IUSSW

ASW
Vol 1, No 1 (2000)

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Reading Tools

Effect of Urban P...

Pandey, Zhan

Review policy Add 
comment* 

SEARCH JOURNAL 

CLOSE 

* Requires registration

All

Search


