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Abstract : Oral health of elderly people is an important health issue in aging society. Using 2011 Chinese

Longitudinal Healthy Longevity Survey ( CLHLS) data , this study explores relationships between older P HER
persons’oral health and three groups of factors , namely , social-economic , health behavior, and health r A=

related factors , using number of missing tooth as the representation of oral health. The study demonstrates
that oral health of elderly in China is not satisfactory , and tooth loss is highly correlated with demographic
factors and health behavior. While age is the most influential factor in tooth loss , oral

hygiene plays a very important role , and less frequent sugar consumption is preventive against tooth loss ,
regardless of gender and other social-economic status. The findings imply that change in health behavior
and diet habits could play a more protective role in oral health.
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