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The Indian Village Since 1947

Andre Beteille

The Indian village has undergone many changes in
its economic, political and social characteristics
in the last sixty years. These changes have been
incremental rather than radical. At no time has
these been a clear and definite break with the
past, but the cumulative effects of the changes of
the last sixty years have been considerable. In
general, there has been a reduction in the
isolation, autonomy and self-sufficiency if the
village which is now more closely integrated with
the wider economic and political systems than it
was in the past.

The Indian population is still predominantly
rural. Although there has been a decline in the
rural population as a proportion of the total




of villages increased only marginally, by less
than ten percent. This means that the average size
of the village more than doubled within a span of
fifty traditional social practices and
relationships. Again, this change has been gradual
rather than abrupt.

The traditional Indian village had a hierarchical
structure. It was made up of many layers or strata
with more or less well-defined boundaries
separating them. The different strata were linked
by vertical ties between tenants and landowners,
debtors and creditors, and servants and masters.
The hierarchy has lost the order and coherence of
the past, but inequalities of many kinds continue
to exist. In the past, the established hierarchy
was more or less accepted, or at least tolerated,
by the lower as well as the upper strata.
Inequalities are no longer accepted as before, and
democratic politics has paved the way for the
articulation of the divergent, even conflicting,
interests of the different groups and strata in
the village.
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