
Scientific Research
Open Access

OPEN       ACCESS
 

Search Keywords,Title,Author,ISBN,ISSN

Home Journals Books Conferences News About Us Jobs

Home > Journal > Social Sciences & Humanities > BLR 

Indexing View Papers Aims & Scope Editorial Board Guideline Article Processing Charges 

The Freedom of Navigation in the South China Sea: An Ideal or a 
Reality?

PDF (Size:99KB)  PP. 137-144   DOI: 10.4236/blr.2012.33019 

Author(s)
Zewei Yang 

ABSTRACT
The freedom of navigation in the South China Sea has drawn an extensive international concern in recent 

years. The main reasons leading to skepticism are the disputes in the South China Sea over islands 

sovereignty and maritime delimitation, extra-regional state’s intervention, and some ASEAN member 

states’ wish to countervail China with the help of extra-regional states. In fact there is no problem at all 

with the freedom of navigation in the South China Sea: on one hand, there are legal regimes to ensure all 

states’ freedom of navigation in different seas according to United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea; on the other hand, no state impedes the freedom of navigation in the South China Sea. Currently, 

factors actually affecting the safety of navigation in the South China Sea include piracy, maritime ter- rorism 

and so on. Relevant states must take confidence-building measures as well as regional and bilateral 

cooperation so as to promote the safety of navigation in the region 
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