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A Theory of Rights to the Environment Aiming at Protecting Public Environmental Interests
From ‘Environmental Damages’ to ‘Damages to the Environment per se’

[ %3] Environmental damages include not only damages to the environment per se, but also
damages to personality and property caused by environmental pollution. Various arguments of
citizen’ s environmental rights based on environmental damages could not justify the existence of
the right independent from exist rele-vant rights. Thus these arguments are criticized by rights
theorists of public interest and humankind. Theoreti-cally, rights to the environment aim only at
maintaining and enhancing public environmental interests, preven—ting and reducing damages to the
environment per se. rlhe theory of rights to the environment aiming at protec—ting public
environmental interests could distinguish rights to the environment in public law from exist
relevant human rights, and rights to the environment in private law from exist relevant rights in
civil law.

[958 ) rights to the environment; environmental damages; damages to the environment per
se; pub-lic environmental interests; private law; public law
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