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The inquiry and analysis to the legal thought of the Westernizationists

Key Words: the westernizationists, the theory of basing on the Chinese culture and applying the
western technology, legal thoughts

Abstract: The westernizationists developed its legal thoughts from the theory of basing on the
Chinese culture and applying the western technology. Its connotation includes the mode of legal
thinking of highlighting the function of li and penalty, the thought of judicial reformism about altering
the established laws in order to absorb the western legal culture, the military legal thought with the
aim of self-strengh, the economic legal thought with the kernel spirit of realistic approach, the
international legal thought with the purpose of coping with the colony’s foreign relations and the
legal educational thought of training the modern lawyers. Unsystematic as its theory and narrow as
its field of vision may be, the legal thoughts of the westernizationists reflected an immense change
in the modern China, and showed the mark of times, and its advent acted as the starting point of
Chinese law’s modernization.
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