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[ 55 4%%5] Natural obligations cannot be achieved through litigations. The debtors’ obligations
can only beactivated by debtors’ performance or promises to perform. Debtors cannot claim for
restitution once the obliga—-tions have been voluntarily performed by themselves. In fact, the
natural obligation is a subsidiary obligation. There are two meanings of combining “nature” and
“obligation” : firstly, it differs from general legal obliga-tions, either in cause or
effectiveness; secondly, it is not a social, moral or religious duty, and thus is alienfrom non-—
debt. In the connection of “obligation” and “natural” , debtors burdened with such obligations
mayrefuse to perform, but once the prestation being made, it would compose formal performance of
the obligationitself rather than unjust enrichment or donation. Based on this perspective, it is
the same with the distinctionbetween quasi—contract and contract in Roman. In fact, Roman had

”

unified the different regions between con-tact and tort when they linked “quasi to
“contract” . Similarly, “natural obligations” have also unified the grey areas between legal
obligation and pure social duty.
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