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Cultivating the Public Reason with the Practice of the Rule of Law: The Realistic
Significance of China Practical School of Rule of Law

Qian Hongdao Wang Mengyu

Abstract:

Public reason is a public-oriented way of thinking and the citizens' capacity of cooperative and shared
governance, which is of great significance for a transitional society. Public reason is the publicity of
rationality: a concept of turning rationality into reasonableness. The basic elements of public reason
contain the equality of subjects and the publicity of goals, from which we can derive three criteria of
public reason: whether the public power taking itself only as one part of shared governance, whether
the civil society taking itself as the subject of shared governance, and whether the shared governance

of public power and civil society share common social goals. Public reason is an inevitable connotation
and important foundation for the construction and development of the rule of law, because public

reason could measure the level of the rule of law of the society. In other words, a society of the rule of
law can't exist without public reason; meanwhile, public reason is an indication of the maturity of the
rule of law in a society. The forming of public reason is in practice a process of constant
communication between public powers and private rights. A series of 7 Index” programs organized by
the China practical school of rule of law will definitely affect the cultivation of public reason on both
public and private aspects. For the public powers, the rule of law means the integration of power and
responsibility: powers rational, and responsibility reasonable, constituting the public reason of public
powers. The dynamic monitoring index in Judicial Transparency Index is mainly used to evaluate and
supervise the public reason of courts and judges, promoting their consciousness to take the initiative in
fulfilling the responsibilities and interacting well with the public. China E-Government Development Index
is to evaluate and push forward government's awareness in public service and shared governance,
showing an open, transparent and public oriented mode of governance. The actual data of Yuhang
Index of Rule of Law over the years also reflects the introspection of public power towards a more
modest and equal-to-the-public self-positioning.  For the private rights, public reason aims to turn
every individual from civilian to citizen in essence. The polls index in Judicial Transparency Index could
enhance people's self-cognition in social development of the rule of law, looking at the society from the
perspective of judges or other imaginary public roles. E-government and its index is a bridge for the
communication between government and the public, and a channel of democracy for public
participation and shared governance. The human capital index in China E-Government Development
Index mainly evaluates the level of education of the public, which is an important foundation of public
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reason. And the data of Yuhang Index of Rule of Law in the past five years shows that the public's
expectation of public power is increasing year by year, mirroring the growing public reason in the civil
society. China practical school of rule of law is the product of a series of legal practices, one original
purpose and mission of which is to focus on the transitional society in China, through the practice-
oriented researches and legal practices, cultivating the general public reason, bringing about
communication between public powers and private rights, interlinking the two parts together to build a
society of the rule of law.
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