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Address by Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups

Mr. Hon Fai James Mok
(Supervisor, Division of Research and Leadership Development the Hong Kong

Federation of Youth Groups)

Distinguished guests, honorable experts and scholars:

Good morning! On behalf of Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups, I'd like to
extend our gratitude to China Youth and Children Research Center and China
Youth and Children Association for inviting us to participate the International
Sociological Association Research Committee 34-Sociology of Youth-the 6th
International Conference on Asian Youth Issues, which is jointly organized by
these two organizations and Macao Special Administrative Region Education and

Youth Affairs Bureau.

The theme of this conference is economic globalization and youth
employment. In the context of economic globalization, youth employment is no
longer a problem for some particular regions. According to the recent statistics of
ILO, there are about 88,200,000 unemployed youth across the globe between the
ages of 15 to 24, accounting for 47% of the total unemployed population in the
world. Youth unemployment has now become an issue of global concern. The
United Nations, ILO and World Bank have joined hands in creating Youth
Employment Network, with a view to facilitating research and discussion on youth
employment related issues and to seeking more comprehensive strategies and

measures to deal with youth employment and unemployment issues.

For a long time, countries around the world have consistently focused on the
following four priorities to shape their better strategies for youth employment:

employability, equal opportunities, entrepreneurship and employment creation.



Research and discussion about the strategies in these 4 priorities will contribute

to mapping out concrete policies and measures.

Youth unemployment is not only a huge strike on individuals and families but
also a lurking crisis for the entire society. This conference has brought together
experts and scholars from around the world to share and discuss their ideas
underlying youth unemployment issues so as to form better solutions to address
the social problems resulted from youth unemployment. | hope participants to this
conference will strengthen friendship and exchanges with each other and at the
same time provide your experience and insights to help address youth
employment issues. At last, on behalf of Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups, |

wish this conference a full success! Thank you!
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