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The General Employment Situation in China
and Y outh Employment
Mo Rong

(Deputy Director of Labor Science Research Department of the Ministry of
Labor and Social Welfare, Research Fellow)

Abstract: The general employment situation in China today can be
summarized as follows: as the employment demand increases in both urban and
rural area, the problem of re-employment of the laid-off workers and the
unemployed becomes poignant; great changes have taken place in the framework
of employment while further effort is still to be made to meet the international
standard; the employment structure has been optimized in both urban and rural
areas whereas it remains a tough job to transfer the rural surplus labor force (to

urban area); progress can also be seen in workers’ quality against the general



quality below the average; the participation rate of youth labor force is relatively
high in China. Besides, although young workers are better educated than other
age groups, the absolute level of education is still low. In recent years, the
population of the unemployed youth has increased. And what is worth mentioning
here is the rise of the employment problems with Chinese college graduates. In
view of all these, following measures can be adopted to help the youth
employment: to implement the Reserve Labor System in a effective way; to
accelerate the promotion of youth’s quality as laborers; to offer incentive
services to help unemployed urban youth find new jobs; to launch activities
like “entrepreneur will and laid-off youth” to help laid-off youth find new jobs; to
provide employment service for graduates and to well organize and guide the
young labor force flow in rural areas.
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