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ARTICLES

AMERICAN POLITICS IN THE 1990S

Li Daokui(7)

The American political scenario has undergone important changes since the begi

nning of the 1990s. The most outstanding of such changes is the return of the 



wave of conservatism. In the period, there have been three major political ele

ctions, two presidential and one primary. Their results all point to the renew

ed rise of conservatism. Such a rise is so drastic that it has profound impact

s on the economic and social policies of the American Administration, quickeni

ng its change from liberalism to conservatism and exercising important influen

ce on American politics. Based on the analysis of the three elections, the aut

hor explores the causes for the rise of conservatism and its impacts on the fe

deral policies partisan politics and ethnic relations.

RELIGION AND AMERICAN POLITICS

Liu Peng (32)

The rise of the American Religion Right is a manifestation of all kinds of con

tradictions in American society in terms of religion. It is also a protective 

response of Christianity to threats from other aspects of social life so as to 

maintain the normal operation of society, balance social contradictions, conso

lidate consensus in morality, and provide spiritual resources. The rise of Rel

igion Right as an important part of the self regulatory mechanism of society 

is determined by the internal law governing the development of American societ

y, characterized by inevitability and cycle.

AMERICAN DEBATE ON ABORTION

Zhao Mei (55)

Abortion is a global topic. Abortion is legal according to the population poli

cy in the Chinese mainland, Taiwan and some other Afro Asian countries and re

gions. However, in the U.S., abortion has an entirely different connotation be

cause of its religious tradition, individualism, and liberalism. It is now a m

ost heatedly debated, sensitive and emotion packed subject in American societ

y. The judgement of Roe v. Wade case by the Supreme Court in 1973 declared the 

victory for the pro lifers. However, the anti abortion movement has since sw

ung into action and grown in strength as a growing number of Americans return 

to the traditional perception of value. Nevertheless, it will be a protracted 

and no winner struggle in the long run. 

THOUGHTS ON AMERICAN HOUSING CULTURE

Zhang Hongning and Zhang Zeqing (88)

Based on 1996 statistics, the co authors believe that American housing cultur

e is characterized by diversity, high standard, beautiful environment, mortgag

e and free movement. The co authors hold that “housing purchase constant” a

nd “loan payment pressure constant” are two important indexes in the system 

of purchasing houses with mortgage and maintain that proper grasp of the inter

nal law governing this house purchasing practice is the key to the popularizat

ion of houses and the continued booming of the housing market in the last few 



decades in the U.S.A.

ENLIGHTENMENT AND GREAT AWAKENING: TWO WAYS CONVERGE

Sun Youzhong(109)

Enlightenment and Great Awakening were two movements of thought that were of f

ar reaching significance during the American revolutionary period in the 18th 

century. The former appeared in a secular cloak and the latter upheld the bann

er of rejuvenating Christianity. However, the two converged in terms of intern

al spirit and external consequence. First of all, they both stressed sacred an

d inviolable personal dignity and right. This gave rise, religiously, to the d

isintegration of the spiritual ties between the colony and the colonial power. 

Secondly, both emphasized perfection of society and life through knowledge, th

us ostering the tradition of building America by means of science.
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Su Ge(129)
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EDITOR S NOTE(160) 

Articles appearing in this journal are abstracted and indexed in 

HISTORICAL ABSTRACTS and AMERICA: HISTORY AND LIFE.

AMERICAN STUDIES, a quarterly, is published jointly by the Chinese 

Association for American Studies and the Institute of American 

Studies at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. The content of the 

articles in this journal should not be construed as reflecting the 

views of either the Association or the Institute.


