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Siudek T.:
Polish cooperative 
banking sector in the 
face of systemic 
transformation and 
European integration 
in agriculture
Agric. Econ. – Czech, 56 (2010): 116-
134

In this study the principal changes in Polish 
cooperative banking sector over the past two 
decades were presented. The primary data 
obtained from a survey of bank presidents, 
performed in 2007 on a nation-wide sample of 



100 cooperative banks, were supplemented by 
the banking statistics from the Central 
Statistical Office and the Polish Financial 
Supervision. Research provides the evidence 
that cooperative banks, in general, took 
advantages from the consolidation process. 
While the number of the banks was declining, 
own funds per bank, bank offices and staff 
were expanding. The banks managed to adjust 
to the EU requirements by having 
implemented limits on loan concentration, 
procedures for counteracting money 
laundering and meeting minimum capital 
requirements. They introduced system of the 
deposit guarantee, monitoring and control of 
credit risk and adapted new regulations. The 
cooperative banks for the most part retained 
their original characteristics. The sector still 
plays the prominent role in serving and 
financing of agriculture and rural 
development.
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