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Rural development and 
regional disparities of 
the new EU Member 
States
Agric. Econ. – Czech, 57 (2011): 288-
296

The integration of Central and Eastern 
Europe into both the European and the 
world economy was in the last decade 
associated with a relatively high growth of 
gross domestic product and with a 
gradual increase in the economic level. 
The processes of convergence at the 



national level, however, were 
accompanied by an unbalanced spatial 
development. The paper analyzes, on the 
basis of the empirical statistical data, the 
impacts of the first years of the 
membership in the European Union on 
the development of regional differentiation 
and on development disparities between 
rural and urban regions. The evaluation of 
regional development is performed in 


