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Ming Dynasty Taxes Reform Viewed from Silver as Currency (Part I)
Wan Ming

Abstract: The unification of levying silver as the taxes in Ming dynasty
taxes reform is the major feature which differentiates from that in all
other dynasties. The irresistible and progressive dimension is
demonstrated in three aspects, i. e., tax in current substitutes tax in
kind, silver substitutes labor rent, and property tax substitutes poll
tax. All these three are closely related with silver. Silver as current
in Ming dynasty is also a process of promoting the reform of tax and
labor rent, which causes a deep—going influence on peasant, agriculture
and countryside. The most important function is that the relation between
peasant and the state is changed from status to bond. It is either a
social progress, or an important mark for social transition.
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