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Abstract

Should the income tax include a credit for short taxpayers and a surcharge for tall ones? The standard Utilitarian framework for tax

analysis answers this question in the affirmative. Moreover, a plausible parameterization using data on height and wages implies a

substantial height tax: a tall person earning $50,000 should pay $4,500 more in tax than a short person. One interpretation is that

personal attributes correlated with wages should be considered more widely for determining taxes. Alternatively, if policies such as a

height tax are rejected, then the standard Utilitarian framework must fail to capture intuitive notions of distributive justice.

Keywords: Taxation; Wages; Personal Characteristics;

Format: Print 22 pages Find at Harvard Read Now

Citation:

Mankiw, N. Gregory, and Matthew C. Weinzierl. "The Optimal Taxation of Height: A Case Study of Utilitarian Income Redistribution."

American Economic Journal: Economic Policy 2, no. 1 (February 2010): 155–176.

Export Citation

About the Author

Matthew C. Weinzierl

Joseph and Jacqueline Elbling Professor of Business Administration

Business, Government and the International Economy

View Profile » 

View Publications »

 

https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/profile.aspx?facId=496493&click=byline
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/search.aspx?sort=Descending&df=1&tp=Taxation&mclickorder=tp:&click=keyword
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/search.aspx?sort=Descending&df=1&tp=Wages&mclickorder=tp:&click=keyword
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/search.aspx?sort=Descending&df=1&tp=Personal%20Characteristics&mclickorder=tp:&click=keyword
http://id.lib.harvard.edu/aleph/011731466/catalog
http://www.people.hbs.edu/mweinzierl/paper/Optimal%20Taxation%20of%20Height%20AEJ%202010.pdf
http://www.people.hbs.edu/mweinzierl/paper/Optimal%20Taxation%20of%20Height%20AEJ%202010.pdf
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/profile.aspx?facId=496493
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/profile.aspx?facId=496493
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/units/bgie/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/profile.aspx?facId=496493
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/profile.aspx?facId=496493&facInfo=pub

