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Abstract: b AR X

With the external socio-economic environment changing, driving factors of crops planting changed b KA

basically. After transition to market economy, farmers are no longer limited by food demand in China. ARAEF M=

Farmers have different choices of crops planting structure. Based on household survey data, this paper
analyzes the mechanisms of farmers’ crops planting in Agro-Pastoral Ecotone in northern China from

three aspects: the benefit of crops, characteristics of farm households, and the differences of land

plots. The results show that labor constraints and off-farming income have important impacts on crop
planting decision-making due to farmers’ wide participation in off-farm works. Farmers opt to choose
the crops with high labor productivity (such as oats, benne and wheat), and they usually plant these
crops on the land with higher quality. Furthermore, the crops choice is strongly influenced by livestock
breading in the Agro-Pastoral Ecotone. Farmers tend to plant more oats if they bread some livestock
because the straw of oats is important forage during the winter.
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