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On the Development of the Civilization Theory and
the Proposition of Ecological Civilization

MIAO Qi-ming*, LIN An-yun"

(Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences,a. Institute of Philosophy ;b. Library , Kunming 650034 , China)

Abstract; Since the reform and opening up, there has been more and more concern about the civilization
theory and the development of Chinese civilization. After experiencing the propositions of two civilizations,
three civilizations and four civilizatiolns, the civilization theory has today developed into ecological civilization
and become a consensus. The essence of civilization cannot be simply interpreted as the achievements and ad-
vancement status of transforming nature, but rather it shall be to measure the rationality and legitimacy of pro-
duction and distribution in the world about the value of human survival. The rationaltiy and legitimacy is re-
flected in the harmony and balance between man and nature and man and man. Traditionally, civilization is
viewed as the product of human separation from nature which in itself is non — natural and anti — ecological ,
and its extreme development has resulted in today$ ecological crisis. Today, only human spirit can be upgra-
ded from the group ethics and naitonal ethics to the level of world ethics and ecological ethics that the develop-
ment of ecological civilization coordinating with the ecological environment can be implemented.

Key words: civilization theory ;the world about the value of human survival ; ecological ethics; ecological

civilization
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