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Biographical details
Joy Paton’s teaching and research interests centre on institutional, Marxian and other heterodox 
economic traditions including ecological and feminist political economy. These inform her analyses 
of the economy-society-environment nexus and associated policies for environmental issues and 
the complex problems of sustainable development and climate change. They also frame her 
interest in the social basis of economic activity: how the economic process is ‘embedded’ both 
institutionally and ideologically in different cultural and historical contexts; and how this is theorised 
and conceptualised in different heterodox traditions.

Research interests
● Theories of Political Economy 

● History of economic thought 

● Liberalism and neo-liberalism  

● Economy, environment and sustainable development 

● Social, cultural and institutional basis of economy 

● Interdisciplinary teaching and learning 

PhD and master's project opportunities
● Political Economy
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Books Spies-Butcher, B., Paton, J., Cahill, D. (2012). Market Society: History, Theory, 
Practice. Melbourne: Cambridge University Press. 
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institutionalist. 10th Australian Society of Heterodox Economists Conference SHE 
2011, Sydney, Australia: Society of Heterodox Economists. 
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