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Western Theories of Party Economics: A Research Note
Gao Qiqi

Abstract: Party economics is the part of western new political economics. From the existing

research results, there are four research paths in western party economics area, such as Downs’



s party spatial competition path, Riker’'s party alliance economics path, Lees—Marshment’s party
marketing path, Hopkin and Paolucci’s party typology path. Among the four paths, the former two
paths show more characteristics of scientification of social science, and the later two paths
present more traditional characteristics of social science. The strength of economic method is
a kind of simplification. Introducing economics methods into party analysis, the behavior of
party competition can be simplified into the choice and strategy between parties and voters. Of

course, analyzing party issues with economic method has its own boundary and limits.

Keywords: party economics; party spatial competition; party alliance; party marketing;

party type
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