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Abstract

In recent years, “environmental protection” and “biodiversity” have become signal words
for governments and scholars around the world. But it seems as if the understanding of these
things is mostly superficial, direct, and practical. People have neglected deep, objective,
traditional, and particularly environmental protection concepts that are interwoven with
deeper layers of culture. This paper uses research on the account of the “12 sons of the Snow
Clan” in the Yi epic Hnewo Teyy, as well as material collected and collated from the Gunre
Lunre and other rituals now popular in Meigu, to comb through traditional Yi beliefs about
environmental protection, and points out that the concepts of common origin and common life
found in the Snow Clan have long accompanied Yi traditional life, and have turned into a
“conceptual alarm” for preserving ecological balance in Yi areas and have protected the basic
ecological balance there. It also points out through open-minded humanistic culture, we
should not only use scientific measures, but also use folk measures and traditional measures
as well as temporal and spatial measures to construct our own concepts of environmental

protection and biodiversity.
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