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Williamson’ s Two Challenges to the A Priori-A Posteriori Distinction
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Ever since Kant, the distinction between a priori and a posteriori has long been
supposed to play a significant role 1in philosophy.However, Timothy Williamson
challenged its epistemological significance in recent works.His arguments can be
viewed as two distinct challenges.While the first challenge 1is defensible, the
second one is not.Even if Williamson succeeds in showing cases of knowledge which
are not happily classified as a priori or a posteriori,he still fails to generalize
them to cover paradigm cases of a priori and a posteriori knowledge. Therefore, those
who appreciate the significance of the a priori—-a posteriori distinction still have
a way out of Williamson’ s general criticism,viz.,embracing his cases as the third

category.
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