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Abstract

I compare two competing positions regarding relations between sciences: reductionism and explanatory 
pluralism. I argue that reductionism is not warranted by evidence from scientific practice, but on the other hand, it 
is important to emphasize certain fundamental differences between generalizations and explanations of different 
levels. To show this, I take up Woodward’s notion of invariance, arguing that lower-level generalizations generally 
have a higher degree of invariance under interventions than higher-level generalizations. Since degree of 
invariance tracks degree of explanatory depth, lower-level explanations are in this sense better than higher-level 
ones. 
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