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Abstract

While “Intelligent Design”  has garnered increasing support in America, its critics have been hesitant to address it 
publicly. In this paper I argue that it is important for defenders of evolution to take the supporters of intelligent 
design head-on. I refute the notion that the best way of addressing the threat posed by intelligent design is by 
ignoring it. I point out how academics’  unwillingness to speak publicly on the issue of intelligent design is 
symptomatic of a general reticence towards communicating with the public. Finally, I argue that this reticence is 
detrimental both to science and the general welfare.
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