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Modern Sisyphus on the “Waste Land”
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(Department of International Cultural Studies, Zhejiang University; Hangzhou, 31002
7,China)

Abstract: “For his powerful style—-forming mastery of the art of modern narration” ,He
mingway received the Nobel Prize in 1954 and is still generally considered the major A
merican novelist of the mid-twentieth century.The works of Hemingway , portraying as the
y do the dilemma of modern man utterly thrown upon himself for survival in an indiffere
nt world, reveal man’ s impotence and his despairing courage to assert himself against o
verwhelming odds. Antagonism toward institutions and alienation from society and its val
ues and traditions,and insistence on the sanctity of the individual-——all this Hemingwa
y conveyed in a figurative style and his philosophy corresponded to the Existentialism
in the modern West.

Key Words: war ; poignancy ; violent death ; awakening ; selection ; code of condu
ct ; resistance ; moral triumph.
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