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Aesthetic Characteristics of Earthenware in Xia Dynasty
GAO Liang
(School of Language Arts, Suzhou University, Suzhou 215123, China)

Abstract: Our ancestors in Xia dynasty created the grey ceramic era of earlier Chinese earthenw
are art based on the ceramic craft of red pottery, painted pottery and black pottery and so on in N
ew Stone Age. The grey pottery of Xia dynasty is bountiful in the modeling. Massive utensils in coo
king, eating, storing and drinking have both practical function and esthetic value, and they match
harmoniously, bring out the best in each other, which realized the ancients’ conscious esthetic pu
rsue. The decorative design in a utensil is mainly rope-like decoration, basket-like decoration and
attached heaped decoration, mixed some extremely rich imagination about the animal—-like decoration,
and even the rich rational and spiritual writing symbol, which strengthen the deeper esthetic feeli
ng of earthenware. The diverse modeling and the unique decorative design, forming the mystical, coo
1, grave and serious artistic style of Xia dynasty’ s grey pottery. It unfold the bright era and re
gional difference in its different historical stage and tribe.
Key words: Earthenware in Xia dynasty; plastic modeling; line—adorning; cool and grave; era; region
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