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Replacing the Utilitarian Aesthetics with the Need Aesthetics

—— and Analyzing Avian Colorful Feathers as Evidences
Lu, Chenguang (Independent researcher)

Abstract: The Utilitarian aesthetics initiated by Socrates was criticized again and again b
ecause its defects. Yet, it is very far—-fetched for anti-utilitarian aesthetics to explain the inev
itability of beauty sense. The author found that the arguments between utilitarians and anti-utilit
arians came from the common doctrine: satisfaction is necessary cause of pleasant feeling. If we re
place utility with need, or replace dissatisfaction with satisfaction, then it will be much easier
to explain various aesthetic phenomena. So, the author proposes the need aesthetics, which is based
on a feedback control model. This theory can not only resolve aesthetic problems, but also resolve
the evolutionary problem: why insects and birds feel some forms beautiful? To prove convectively th
at there is relationship between avian aesthetic mentality and their need, the paper provides a num

ber of pictures of birds with beautiful feathers.
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