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The Unity of Rule and Virtue: a critique of a supposed parallel between Confucian ethics an
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Yuli Liu

Abstract: Some western philosophers argue that throughout its long history, Confucian ethics

has stressed character formation or personal cultivation of virtues. Thus it is appropriate to cha
racterize Confucian ethics as a virtue ethics. However, it is not correct to label Confucian ethics

as a virtue ethics basing on these similarities. On the contrary, it is better to conceive Confucian
ethics as an ethics in which rule and virtue are united. This will help us not only to see its distinc
tive way of understanding morality, but also to understand the contribution that this distinctive
way of understanding morality might make to contemporary western moral philosophy in constr




ucting a more developed moral theory.
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