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“Tao” and “Truth”
XU Keqgian
(Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, 210097, China)

Abstract: It is the main task of Chinese Philosophy to explore “Tao” since the
Pre—Qin time, while Western philosophy, which began from ancient Greece, conside
rs finding “Truth” as its ultimate goal. Although there are some comparable si
milarities between “Tao” and “Truth” , they are not exact equivalences to eac
h other and should not be mixed up. There are some subtle differences between
“Tao” oriented traditional Chinese culture and “Truth” oriented traditional
Western culture. Interestingly, while Chinese modern philosophy gradually accept
ed and established the concept of Western “truth” , the post-modern western phi
losophy was about to undermine their traditional concept of “Truth” and in som
ewhat march towards Chinese concept of “Tao” . It is possibly for Chinese and W
estern philosophy to reach a fusion of horizons and construct a new concept of

“Truth” or “Tao” by exchange and communication.

Keywords: Tao; truth; Pre—Qin Philosophy; Ancient Greece Philosophy
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