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A M ap Theory of L anguage
L iang Rui-ging
(Jinan U niversity, Guangzhou 510632, China)

The Picture theory claims that there is an issmorphic picturing relation, or a ©rt of one-to-one correpondence, betveen lan-
guage and theworld, but this theory owes us an explanation for both what is unsaid and what is unsayable W e suggest that lan-
guage should not be conceived as a picture, but asaM ap of theworld Themap theory argues that, although there is a certain
mapping relation betveen language and theworld, language isbound o be assmetrical with theworld, because (1) language al-
ways leaves a lot unsaid just asamap leavesmany geographical objects urmarked, and (2) it isin principle impossible for lan-
guage t fully represent theworld, just asamap cannotmark all theworld as it stands othemwise, languagewould eventually be-
come an unbearable burden for us Themap theory has at least o advantagesover the Picture theory.  Firstly, it can notonly ex-
plain the mapping relation beiwween language and theworld, but can al® put bothwhat is unsaid and what is unsayable in proper
places Secondly, it isof apiecewith the principle of econamy, according to which language has o be coarse-grained for us hu-
mans o awid the senory overload for the sake of ewlution Besides, it showvs that any attampt t construct an ideal language is
doamed to failure
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