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Abstract: ASCAR AR TE

Adam Smith proposes a distinct perspective of "the effect of utility upon the sentiment of approbation”
in The Theory of Moral Sentiments .In his opinion ,utility is not the first principle of aesthetic and moral
approbation . We approve of something or some virtue not as useful ,but as proper ,as agreeable to
truth and reality .Propriety is the first principle of aesthetic and moral approbation . The measure of
proper degree arises from the sympathy of the impartial and well-informed spectator .As for the
doctrine of utility ,propriety is not a completely experiential observation ,and it shows "a definite
intention" which looks like "an invisible hand" leadi ng us to the approbation of beauty and morality .
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