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How far are we away from the modern age? My personal view of modernism

As a historical period distinct from the Middle Ages, the “modern age” presupposes enlightenment, or,
in other words, people’s awakening to their personal independence and self-determination as premise.
Such an awakening acknowledges, on the one hand, people’s freedom to exist independent decisions and
thoughts are based on one’s own rational reasoning with irrefutable demands and basic rights,
signifying their passage to a mature period of healthy rationalism; on the other hand, it suggests that
political democracy must eventually be the common goal for all people in dealing with their practical
affairs, because only democracy can accommodate power and general welfare within reasonable bounds, and
to protect their basic needs and fundamental rights. Thus, every people or nation, in progressing
toward the modern age, must recognize that the struggle between totalitarianism and democracy is not
just a conflict between different forms of political concepts, nor is it merely a conflict between
different cultural traditions, but instead a struggle between preserving and advancing their survival
in freedom, as oppose to retarding and denying their promotion into healthy rational beings. In
progressing towards modernism, scholars shoulder a specal calling, which is to enhance and safeguard
academic freedom and independent thinking.
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