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On Seeing Thing And Seeing Nothing:
A Comparison Between Confucianism And Phenomenology
by Huang Yushun

Abstract: It is obvious that in Chinese thoughts all ‘ideas’ come from ‘Seein
g’ : idea is from ‘Thinking” (Nian) and thinking comes from ‘Seeing’ (Guan).
However, in Chinese thoughts, ‘Seeing’ covers two different meanings: one is S
eeing of Thing, which has the seen, and another is Seeing of Nothing, which has
not the seen. Seeing of Thing has the seen because what is seen is metaphysical
Being (das Seiende) or physical beings (Seiendes); while Seeing of Nothing has n
ot the seen because what is seen is being or ‘to be’ (Sein) itself, in which t
here is not anything. According to Confucianism, the ‘to be’ (Sein) itself is
the emotion of life especially love, which is the source of all. Then Seeing of
Noting is a comprehension of life in essence. The emotion and comprehension of 1
ife is called ‘the thing itself’ (Sache selbt), which goes ahead of any being

or anything

Key words: Seeing: Thing; Nothing; Confucianism; Phenomenology
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