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Outline of Presentatio XUE Xiaoyuan

Risk Society and Ecological Marxism

——Ecological risks, ecological crisis, and the construction of socialist ecological civilization

1. Risk society and ecolog

After the Chernobyl Nuclear Acci sociologists began to rethink modernization and its consequence.

Among them, Ulrich Beck and Anthony Gid are representatives. Ulrich Beck proposes the “Theory of Risk

Society” . His works include Risk Society: Toward a New Modernity (1986), Reflexive Modernization (1994)

Ecological Enli éays on the Pol s of Risk Society, and Ecological Politics in an Age of Risk.

According to dernization implies th dustrialized society might also be outdated, which is to be

followed by the#emergence of risk society. society is a stage of the development of modern society,

during which the socidﬂ, economic and individual risk will increasingly circumvent the monitoring and

protection institutions in industrialized s y. Beck wisely highlights the difference between industrial

|

society and risk society: motivation in ss society can be summarized as “I starve! Collective

character in risk society can be summariz “I fear!” Beck believes that we are living at the edge of
volcano. Ecology is more fragile than we Potential risks are surfacing. Destruction on the natural is
striking our eyes, ears and noses.

Ecological Marxist Andre Gorz es capitalist crisis is in essence ecological crisis. The mission
of capital is to pursue grow essantly. Consumption on nonrenewable resources such as air, water,
forests, and oil is excessi ich make them scarce swiftly.

Comparing theory of risk society and ecological society and analyzing their difference and convergence

N,

help construct a Marxist theory on ecological civilization

2. Reflective modernity and ecological rationality

While pointing out the risks in modern society, Beck proposes to rethink modernization. He advocates a
second modernization, calling ecological enlightenment. He believes that ecological enlightenment is
enlightenment on enlightenment, whiv__ iticize the strictness and universality in the first enlightenment.

Beck’ s ecological enlightenment requir a high level of environment consciousness. We should be more alert

on the field and scope of applying scienc This is what is frequently referred by Beck as “reflective

modernity”
Reason, we are not experiencing the crisis of modernity.

Accordin ritique of Eco

Instead, we s odernize the precondition ©f modernization; should modernize the modernization itself;

should accommodéate modernization into its ni sphere; should rationalize rationality itself. To achieve

those, it is necessary ko substitute econom fationality with ecological rationality. This coincides with

s discourse on the second modernizatiofy ich could facilitate the construction of Marxist ecological

i
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civilization. i

Beck’

3. Lessons to ecological Marxism




It is necessary to:

Review systematically Marx and Engels’ thoughts on environment and nature; study carefully Marx’ s
following concepts in his Das Capital and their relations: “material metabolism of the nature” , “material
metabolism of the human being and the nature” , and “material metabolism of the society”

Review systematically western Marxism and logical ialism’ s theoretical construction on
“ecology” and “socialism” ; analyze the logic and academic evolution of instrumental rationality-value
rationality—ecological rationality.

Review systematically western mainstream academy’ s research ecological industry, ecological

economics, and ecological sociolegy; critically analyze Beck’ s theory of risk society to construct a new

metho ogy: ecological risk—ecologic enlightenment— logical justice.

The forth generation leadership in China proposes the concept of Scientific Development, aiming at
easing the tension among the human being, the nature, and the society under globalization and the double
-

pressure of re es and environment. Eeological governance demonstrates government and

governance in t:?ﬂgo of globalization. It is the social capital in civil society, and the participation and

responsibility each citizen. It is the §interaction among individuals, social organizations and

governments. It is the social justice in higher flevel and higher modernity.
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