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The Aims of
The Karl Popper Web

1. Promote, explore and defend the heroic and critical ethos of science through philosophical debate.
2. Promotethe sense of wonder that formsthe motivation for science and philosophy.
3. Critically explore and apply thework of Sir Karl Popper, akey figurein the defence of science.

4. Makethisaccessible to new audiences and participants: beginnersto science and philosophy, the newly opened societies of Russia, Eastern and Central
Europe, less developed countries, the young and the disabled.

Karl Popper's 1934 Bombshe

In 1934 Popper published what many regard as hgnMia OpusThe Logic of Scientific DiscoveryThe famous chemist Wachtershauser
said that this is a "gem" and that it liberated Iiom a sterile accounting view of science. Wadttauser subsequently went on to develop one
of the main theories of the origin of life. FraniplEr, the famous cosmologist, regards this asrbst important book of the 20th century. In
one majestic and systematic attack, psychologisturalism, inductionism, and logical positivism areept away and replaced by a set of
methodological rules called Falsificationism. Fédsitionism is the idea that science advances Ipystified, exaggerated guesses followed by
unstinting criticism. Only hypotheses capable afbing with observation reports are allowed to tasrscientific. "Gold is soluble in
hydrochloric acid" is scientific (though false);di8e homeopathic medicine does work" is, taken®own, unscientific (though possibly true).
The first is scientific because we can eliminaiéittis false; the second is unscientific becaasen if it were false we could not get rid ofyt b
confronting it with an observation report that cadicted it. Unfalsifiable theories are like themquuter programs with no uninstall option that
just clog up the computer's precious storage sppasifiable theories, on the other hand, enhanceontrol over error while expanding the
richness of what we can say about the world.

Any "positive support" for theories is both unobtle and superfluous; all we can and need de&ettheories and eliminate error - and
even this is hypothetical, though often succes#ainy superficial commentaries are keen to pointioat other people stressed the importance
of seeking refutations before Popper. They overthekfact that Popper was the first to argue thiatis sufficient.

This idea of conjecture and refutation is elabatatéh an orchestration suggestive of someone whed great music. (Popper loved Mozart

and Bach, and took great pleasure in composingwismusic.) The common idea that Popper neglectedrisider whether Falsificationism
itself is falsifiable is already scotched here. Yaun falsify a description, but not a rule of metlas such (though obviously a rule car
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criticized in other ways). The notion that scieoffers proof is now only advanced by popular treaits of science on TV and in (many)
newspapers - most journalists (with a few importaateptions) are sadly completely devoid of thécaéknowledge: a side-effect of
overspecializing on the immediate moment. But tlagyone can improve!

Most people who think they have a ready rebuffdpgr's position have never read his work. If tbely read the original works, in most
cases they would see that their supposed "PoinPihgper neglected" had already been considereéxpidded. A good example of this is
Lewis Wolpert's remarks on Popper's works in hientiise excellent bookhe Unnatural Nature of ScienceHe seems to think that Popper's
falsifiability criterion ignores hypotheses aboubipabilities - overlooking the blatant fact tffdte Logic of Scientific Discovergevotes more
than a third of its pages to the two fundamentabfams of probability in an effort to find a soli that will also allow hypotheses about the
probability of events to be capable of clashindhwtlite evidence! Popper was in fact fascinated biatuility and even produced his own
axiomatisation of the probability calculus.

For the best current re-statement, defence andrerimoportantly - application of Falsificationisme®avid Miller'sCritical Rationalism: A
ReStatement and Defencéfor amazon.comifor amazon.ukMiller was a very close friend and colleague opPer's. He pulls no punches and is
(despite his modesty) Popper's best knight. Ifwant razor-sharp logical accuracy, a full arsendlasguments, and comprehensive demolition
(with unrestrained collateral damage) of the opfiosi, Miller's book is the answer. It is importaot students because it carefully delineates the
various relevant intellectual combatants. And wwiterest scientists because of its treatment obstend propensities.

Feel free to join our discussion gro@pitical Cafe, and visit theBook Shoffor my abstracts on Popper's books. In our foruveshave the
pleasure of the company of both critics and adhisren Popper's work. This makes for lively and picitve exchanges. Join us in our intellectual
quest.

Featured New Book:

Karl Popper: The Formative Years, 1902-194%ofessor Malachi Hacohen, Cambridge Universitgs, 2000¢Available now in the
US. Availabale in the UK in early 2001.)

This book on Popper uses the Popper Archives hetlieaHoover Institution, Stanford University. sttruly and engagingly revealing. It draws not oaly Popper's correspondence
but also on correspondence about him by major liatéhal figures. It does an excellent job of placPopper's radically different approach and argurtsein relation to the Vienna Circle
to which many wrongly thought he and his argumeatsriged.

To Order From Amazon.comarl Popper: The Formative Years

" Politicsinid Phitasopy
i vy Vienna

Background to The Karl Popper Web

The Karl Popper Wetlis an online complement to tAmnual Conference on the Philosophy of Sir Karl jgapl announced my intention to set up such a seat¢he
1995 Conference held at the LSE on 11th MarchhéGonference | was approachedBsrry McMullin, of the School of Electronic Engineering of Duliliity University,
who offered his help to put together an electrdaiam on the Internet.

Audience and Participant

Apart from perhaps Bertrand Russell, Popper is ugsin having had such a wide influence outsideadfitional academia. Many people, not just philosers, have
been intrigued, inspired or annoyed by Popper'sgdis ideas have relevance and impact in sciemeginess, politics, art, music, and also in pespersonal lives. We
expect and encourage both professional and nonepsidnal philosophers to participate in or vithie Karl Popper WebProfessionals and non-professionals can learn
from one another. The good habits of the professi@diligence, focus etc.) can rub off and the pssional is saved from the obscurity and elitisravafrspecializing by
having to be clear to the non-professional. Theagphilosophy and science writers (Darwin, Rusgetipper, Einstein, Dawkins, Deutsch) are all chaesized by their
keenness to communicate to all intelligent peapdé simply to their co-specialists. TKPW is a glibpaccessible space for the meeting of minds fidferent backgrounds
and specialisms with a common sense of wondefeitid the world.

J
The Portrayal of Science

Many projects intended to promote a better undediteg of science are very clever but also in wayesficial. They portray the effects of scientifiovk - the fireworks
of science - very well, but alone they cannot cyrarel inspire the method and the self-critical stbbscience. | am in favor of firework displaysdahe laws of science
need well-designed and innovative illustration.L&svis Wolpert's book argues superbly, science igeahnology. It is not computers, Saturn V rockiigsion or fusion
reactors, nor any of the exciting and fascinatimgducts of an advanced industrial society that deals to control the world. It is rather a desireunderstand the world.
This is Wolpert's common ground with Popper. | vitsemphasise the philosophical aspects of sciemeieh spring from a wonder at the existence, stmecand evolution
of the world.

For an excellent defense of the deeper poetic mqfestience, see Richard Dawkins's book, UnweavirggRainbow. Dawkins, th@harles Simonyi Professor of the Public Understandinf
Science at Oxford Universityand author offhe Selfish Geneshows that when science solves its puzzles weldiepler mysteries. He also shows how our appetiterdoder can be lead astray
into the dead ends of supernaturalism, which retiesavoring but not solving mysteries. When seisucceeds we always get both the wonderful revelatus further helpings of the mysterious.

Youcan have your cake and eat tinweaving the Rainbow(for amazon.com(for amazon.uk)
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A Note on Accessibility

| have eschewed the use of some new web techrinlogyer to make the site accessible to even tloegsd web-enabled countries. Carried away on theriswf the
web, many web developers have overlooked the fewtalve of users: the peoples of less developendtdes, most of whom will not be using ADSL andtem 1l
computers, but rather, at least for some time, @dr486s, secondhand software and relatively slomnections.(Incidentally, | do conjecture that -exdgovernments allow
- computer/internet developments will occur mongidéy in these countries, partly because many eftétthnological hurdles have already been jumpadane developed
countries.) | will be introducing sections that ke advantage of the latest technology, but tteegy will be to make any enhanced content acllessi a gracefully
degraded form also.

Copyright

The nameKARL POPPER FORUMS The Karl Popper WebTKPW, The Critical Rationalistand The Critical Café the arrangment of services comprisifige Karl Popper Weband this introductory text
for The Karl Popper Welare all ©1995-98 byor. Ray Scott Percival All rights reserved.

Legal Notice
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Every reasonable effort is made to ensure the bbéditg and continuity ofThe Karl Popper We.

However, the provision of the facility is subjecttte condition that neither the editors, nor themsgors, nor any of their employees or agents veilhbld liable for , including any ger al, incidental or
consequential damages arising out of the use dilitato use the facility (including but not lireif to loss of data or data being rendered inacceia@tlosses sustained by you or third parties @ailure of the facility to operate
in any particular manner)
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